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SPOTLIGHT

Experience Rajasthan:

Culture, Heritage, Hospitality, and

‘We are confident that the international tourist footfall in Rajasthan

will increase this year. Meanwhile, domestic tourism has been robust,

with tourists visiting the state throughout the year’, says Smt. Gayatri
Rathore, Principal Secretary Tourism, Government of Rajasthan.

Priyanka Saxena Ray

Please share with us the recent initiatives that
Rajasthan Tourism has undertaken to enhance its
tourism infrastructure.

In recent times, Rajasthan Tourism has shifted its focus to improving
infrastructure facilities, A substantial budget has been allocated to
develop tourist facilities, including roads and accommodations
for budget-conscious travellers. We are concentrating on areas
with significant footfalls from religious and spiritual tourists.
" For instance, we have developed circuits such as the Krishna
e i iy Circuit, Heritage Circuit, and Desert Circuit. Tourist sites within
| these areas, be it religious or natural wonders, are being
linked and developed into a cohesive product. With end-to-
end connectivity and the Rajasthan Tourism app, information
is easily accessible. Our presence on YouTube and social
media platforms further aids in information dissemination.
There are several effective tourism policies and promotions
are in place, such as single-window clearance and the tourism
unit policy. These allow for streamlined project approvals
and enable investors to access concessions from various
government departments.

Rajasthan is well-known for weddings and
MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences,
and Exhibitions). Are there any specific
initiatives in place for this market?
Destination weddings are our biggest MICE events, and
we have organised numerous events aimed at attracting
wedding planners and managers from both domestic
and international markets. This has led to an increase in
weddings taking place in Rajasthan, particularly among
, those seeking a luxurious, royal experience in our forts
IR and palaces. We are actively promoting Rajasthan as
L ﬂ. ".,, a premier wedding destination.

,  Are there any plans to build more
ey convention centres in other parts
of Rajasthan?

Our honourable Chief Minister has
coummm olRllulhnn expressed the desire to develop large
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convention centres and exhibition
halls in cities like Jodhpur, Ajmer, and
Udaipur. We are exploring partnerships
with  private developers through
public-private  partnership  models,
wherein the government can provide
land and establish a revenue-sharing
arrangement. We have requested
district collectors to identify suitable
land and have invited interested parties
to visit our tourism website for further
information.

As a woman, how would
you rate Rajasthan for
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women solo travellers in
terms of safety?

We have been receiving many
inquiries about solo women travel, and
with the diverse experiences Rajasthan
offers, | believe it is a perfect destination
for women solo travellers. However,
regardless of whether one is traveling in
Rajasthan or anywhere else in the world,
it is essential to follow basic safety
precautions. Book accommodations
and activities through verified agents,
use app-based services, and plan
meticulously. If you adhere to these
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safety protocols, Rajasthan is a fantastic
destination for women traveling solo.

Could you share some
information about luxury
train services in Rajasthan?

The Palace on Wheels, our luxury
train  service, recently resumed
operations after the pandemic, and
the response has been overwhelmingly
positive. We are hopeful that the
upcoming season will continue to see
a high demand, especially following
the GITB (Great Indian Travel Bazaar)
event. B
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Rural Tourism in Rajasthan

TOO SETWORX

prawling stud (anms
camping sites and
caravan parks in 1)
asthun's deserts and villagrs
P becomne the go 1o desti
mations for tourists booking
to explore the state’s rich re
vl cultare and eyl
There are 35 such sltes
across Ragasthan aod theee
offer 3 morr tradiSonal cxpe
rience o people, toatium of
Fictals st Rajssahan bs not
only about forts, pakaces and
wildife resorves, but theee in
# 30t ba see i s dosert and
villages, they sald
The indtiative bs getting
a good respoase from do

mestic visktors as well as
forvigners since it started in
November last year, Dievctor
Tourtam Hashoad Sharma
wud

The official sald within g
short period, 38 rural tour
I oty -~ poesthouses,
caravan parks, stod farms
and camping sites < have
bseen registered and they
have darted functioneng

The rural tourism usits

have boen set up in districts
sischs 2 Jadipac Alwar and
Udalpur

Under B scheme, poople
s rusal arvas can host bour
st at their homes, Ove to
frve rocmns can be operated
s hosnw stay and mosy than
1hat 2 2 puest house

The scheme states that an
approved unit can be set up
on agriculeues) band in rural
areas, which should be 3

CAMP SITES, CARAVAN PARKS OFFER
UNIQUE DESERT VILLAGE EXPERIENCES

mimimwm of 2000 sguare
meters and & maximum of
1wo bectares, according te
the schame.

Ten per cent of the land
can have » growund foor and
one Door wp 1o & height of
nime metres in the buili-up
part for accommedation
and food. The remaining
90 per cent has 10 be used
for sprioulture snd hortioul
ture work, as cameel farnn or
horwe farma, for birds and
Tivestock, for crop sowing
for handicraft manufactur
g or for gardeming, it staten,

These activities will be
done 1o glve tourists a feel of
the rursl eonvironment, the
scherw states
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Travellers choosing camp sites, caravan parks in deserts,
villages to experience rural Rajasthan
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Jaipur, Jun 4 (PTI) Sprawling stud farms, camping sites and caravan parks in Rajasthan’s Pucca houses to
deserts and villages have become the go to destinations for tourists looking to explore the P 55.83 lakh families
e A1 ; ie ; Grant of
state’s rich rural culture and lifestyle. Awas Yojana 22.50 lakh per
beneficiary
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Exploring rural Rajasthan: Desert campsites and village caravan parks in demand among travellers
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Rajasthan's stud farms, camping sites, and caravan parks in deserts and villages attract tourists exploring the state’s rural culture and lifestyle.




Publication

India Today

Date

17/07/2023

Edition

National Magazine

Tewavel Plug

QUARTERLY

The Next

It’s a 600 million-year-old geo-
graphical feature that encircles a
1,000-year-old temple, and Rajas-
than Tourism feels it’s high time to
develop it as a tourist attraction. If
fame has cluded the Ramgarh Cra- By athore P
ter, it’s because the site remained :
shrouded in geological mystery.
Was it the result of volcanic activity
or an asteroid strike? The place has
always been remarkable enough

to attract notable figures—it was
mapped by Kishen Singh Rawat Bt
ak.a. ‘AK’, one of the famous ==
‘Pundits’ who surveyed Tibet in

disguise, and the geologist John

Bicknell Auden (brother of the poet Sy e -
W.H. Auden) among those g
who speculated that the crater
was the result of an intrusion of b
magma. Fortunately for Baran
district, in the southwestern corner
of the state, scientific consensus
has shifted overwhelmingly to the
position that Auden was wrong
and this is, in fact, the rarer kind of
crater: of extra-terrestrial origin.
Which makes Ramgarh India’s
second largest ‘astrobleme’ (after ¢ P e
the Lonar crater). The government g
reportedly plans to spend several
crores on developing the place as a
tourist hotspot. You might want to
get there first.
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Ramgarh Crater in
Rajasthan emerges as a
tourist destination

The third crater of the country and the first of Rajasthan is being
developed as a tourist destination by the tourism department.
Situated at a distance of about 40 kilometres from the Baran
district headquarters of the state, the Ramgarh Crater is a geo-

heritage zone believed to be 600 million years old.

Director of the Tourism Department, Rashmi Sharma, said,
“Ramgarh crater will emerge as the most favourite tourist
destination of the country. The budget announcement was
made by Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot to develop this area as a
Geo Heritage tourist destination. In compliance with the budget
announcement, development works are being done here at a
cost of Rs 57.22 crore, which include beautification of the lake,
construction of infrastructure and other decorative works.”

Director Rashmi Sharma, the tourism department is moving
forward to promote geology tourism. In this series, abundant
possibilities for tourism are being developed in Ramgarh
Crater. According to Sharma, there is the harmony of geology,
archaeology and history with natural beauty to attract tourists
here which will naturally attract tourists.
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* Concerns voiced over local ecosystems as
tourism dept S multl Clty roadshows begin
Times News NETwork = RLTREEL, PR W ) ring new experiences to the edstorespectlocal communi-
tourists. Also, we expect the tiesand theirecosystem.”
Jaipur: The tourism depart- foreign tourists, who were Randhir Vikram Singh,
ment on Tuesday kicked off minuscule in 2022, to contri- president of the Indian Heri- |
multi-city roadshows for its bute to the overall numbers. tageHotels Association, said,

annual marketing exhibition
aimed at winning the inter-
ests of tour operators and tra-
vel agentstosell tourist desti-

' nations in the state to domes-
tic travellers.

After the initial blow of
the Covid pandemic, the in-
flow of touriststothestatedo-
ubled in 2022 compared to
2019, the pre-Covid year, not

Meetings, conferences, and
weddings will further drive
the volume of arrivals.”

Last year, nearly 100 mil-
lion tourists visited Rajast-
han, Such a large number of
people do need resources and
leave some impact on the en-
vironment. Apurv Kumar,
president of Federation of
Hospitality & Tourism of Ra-

“Today, Rajasthan has in. |
frastructure that can meetall

kinds of tailor-made de- |

mands. Tourists with varied !
profiles and groups of diffe- :
rent sizes for various occa- !
sions can find facilities and !
experiences in Rajasthan. |
That will drive footfalls.” ]

This year, the organisers |
of RTDM (tourism depart-

only due to removal of hurd-  Principal secretary, tourism, Gayatri Rathore (cenu'e) atthesigningof  jasthan (FHTR), said, “Time ment and FHTR) are expec- ]
les in traveling overseas but an MoU with FHTR for social media marketing of the RTDM has come for tourism unitsto  ting more than 200 sellers at-
also because the stategovern- focus on ESG (environment, tending the exhibition. On
ment upped the ante withpo- The department has a lot ri- Speakingattheroadshow, social engagement, and go- the occasion, FHTR and the
licy and promotion boost. dingontheRajasthanDomes- Gayatri Rathore, principal vernance). Wehavetoensure tourism department also in-
It would beachallengefor ticTourism Marttobeheld in secretary (tourism), said, that the environment does ked an MoU for social media ]
the state to keep the turbo- Julytokeeptheuptrendinar- “We don’t see disruptions to  not get affected by the inflow marketingof the domesticto- :
i charged momentum going. rivalsalive. themomentumasweareoffe- of tourism. The industry ne- urismmart. ]
icati T 2023
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